The Olympic fleet

2012 will live forever in the memory as an amazing sporting
and boating year ... Words: Paul Glatzel

"’ NAME: Paul Glatzel. PROFESSION: RYA Powerboat Trainer and Examiner and runs Powerboat Training UK.

LOCATION: Poole, Dorset, UK

e spectacular Thames
Pageant for the Queen’s
lubilee got the marine
festivities rolling and
the Olympics presented
dnother a’_.]f';"xl". opportun 1.:-.-' o 5ee
boats of all sorts, this time from
around the globe. The Olympic TV
coverage showed plenty of glimpses
of RIBs, catamarans and numerous
security craft, but what was the story
benind the cameras?
thy J007, in the build-up to the
aames, teams were In place at the
London Organising Committee
of the Olympic and Paralympic
Games (LOCOG) and the various
securty agencies to determine the
requirements for each of the events.
For boaters, the |'.|;;=1‘ expanse of
Weymouth Bay offered some amazing
opportunities to get afloat during the
competition, and many wanted 1o
KNow whnat those opportunities were
and how 1o get involved
| hrough various events in
preparation tor the G
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of volunteers was established to run
and man these events over the Yedrs
running up to 2012, This culminated
in the tull-scale Olympic rehearsal at
the Sail for Gold 2012 test event in
2011, Volunteers were identified to
drive and man-marshall boats on and
around the courses, 1o drive cralt that
would act as relay stations 1o send
timing signals back to shore from the

courses, and to run boats L'!j.' ng the

course marks. In all, this amounted to
a need 1o helm and crew about 50
boats on the busiest days of racing
LOCOG identified the craft to
undertake these roles and a contract
for the supply of 64 RIBs was awarded
to Ribcraft. All the RIBs were Suzuk
poweraed and they included twenty
/.8m boats with 200hp engines, with
the remainder being 5.85s sporting

either 90 or 140 hp four-strokes.
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LOCOG also bought a fleet of 20
ex-Americas Cup Yamaha-powered
Protector RIBs.
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and 18 tor the test event in 201
lhe Beneteaus fulfilled a variety
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of tunctions, with the

rawlers plaving host to ViFs and the
"‘Olympic Family while the smaller 34:
ferried the ‘written media out to the
LOLIMNSES

Ihe overall broadcasters = Olymipic
Broadcast Services (OB5) — himed the
events and sold the rights to other
countries wanting to televise the
games. o do this, OBS chartered four
large catamarans to which they fitted
gyra-stabilised cameras which fed
footage straight back to their base on

shore for live broadcast. During the

event, a i heetah catamaran and a
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For boaters, the huge expanse of Weymouth
Bay offered some amazing opportunities to
get afloat during the competition ...

three race tracks in Weyrnouth Bay again in the UK in my lifetime and
yould be surrounded by a series of being there was a privilege, made
marker buoys that represented a total all the more so by observing the
XCIUsior e tor all non-Olympi camaraderie between the on-water
crart. | he edqges of each of these tearmns, the police and military
B CIUSIon zones were patrolled by a personnel, which was outstanding
mixture of police and Royal Marine And while there was a senous job 1o
Craft. The police chartered 43 RiIBs be done, everyone seemed to have a
rrom S0lent Rib Charter, who also great tme, brazil 2016~ here | come!

Blelall - - 1 o iy - — .
supplied a full workshop and support

team to keep the craft running

smoothly during the event. Thenavy  |NFORMATION ik
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supplied HMS Bulwark plus numerous
craft and the area was constantly
patrolled by one of 1ts helicopters

the outer edge of the exclusion
Zone a variety of commercial hshing
boats were chartered by Quality Time

to act as a hirst ime of alert. Along the
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